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Summary: Three new white-flowered forms of 
Lesepdeza found in Japan are described: L. pilosa 
(Thimb.) Siebold & Zucc. f. virginea H. Ohashi from 
Kagawa Pref., L. cyrtobotrya Miq. f. virginea H. 
Ohashi from Ibaraki Pref., and L. thnnbeigii subsp. 
thunbeigii f. miyagialba H. Ohashi & K. Ohashi from 
Miyagi Pref. 

White-flowered forms of Lespedeza have 
been recognized as a variant from original 
purplish-flowered forms and hence they have 
been treated at the rank of form. Only L. 
japonica L. H. Bailey was described as a species, 
but this is now recognized as a form of L. 


thunbergii (DC.) Nakai. Several white-flowered 
forms have been known in the subgenus 
Macrolespedeza , probably because the subgenus 
is characteristic in having puiplish larger flowers 
than another subgenus, Lespedeza, having white, 
yellow or purple smaller flowers. Lespedeza 
pilosa (Thunb.) Siebold & Zucc. f. virginea 
H. Ohashi in this paper is, to our knowledge, 
the first white-flowered form in the subgenus 
Lespedeza reported so far. 

1. Lespedeza pilosa (Thunb.) Siebold & 
Zucc. f. virginea H. Ohashi, f. nov. 
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A typo vexillo virgineo differt. 

Holotype. Japan. Shikoku. Kagawa Pref., 
Ookawa-gun, Ouchi-machi, Kitayama. 7 Sept. 
1982. Susumu Mitani (TUS). 

Nom. Jap.: Shirobana-neko-hagi. 

This form has entirely white flowers. 
Flowers of Lespedeza pilosa f. pilosa are white 
on which the inner surface of the standard has a 
pair of purple blotches at the base of the blade. 
The blotch very rarely expands to nearly the 
entire surface, and such a form having purple 
standard was named f. bicolor Fliyama (in J. Jap. 
Bot. 22 : 57, 1948; FI. Ohashi in Wild Flerb. 2 : 
206, 1982) from Mitaka-shi in Tokyo. 

2. Lespedeza cyrtobotrya Miq. f. virginea 
FI. Ohashi, f. nov. 

A typo floribus albis differt. 

Flolotype. Japan. Flonshu. Ibaraki Pref., 
Kashima-gun, Kamisu-machi, Hagiwara- 
Ikkanno. 12 Sept. 1972. Tatsunari Noguchi 
(TUS). 

Nom. Jap.: Shirobana-maruba-hagi. 

3. Lespedeza thunbergii (DC.) Nakai 
subsp. thunbergii f. miyagialba FI. Ohashi & K. 
Ohashi, f. nov. 

A typo floribus albis differt. 

Flolotype. Japan. Flonshu. Miyagi Pref., 
Sendai-shi, Taihaku-ku. Cultivated in Sendai- 
shi Yasoen. 10 Oct. 1986. Kunio Kanno & FI. 
Ohashi (TUS, isotypes KYO, TI, TUS). 


Nom. Jap.: Shirobana-miyagino-hagi. 

'Yn/U-UY4V/vp 

The new epithet, miyagialba is derived from 
the prefix of the Japanese name of the species, 
miyagino-hagi. This taxon is a white-flowered 
form of the typical Lespedeza thunbergii (DC.) 
Nakai subsp. thunbergii f. thunbergii that has 
entirely glabrous or glabrous except on the 
midrib of the upper surface of leaflets. 
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